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opposite banJk.   I asked the French sentry why he did not
fire.   He seemed surprised at my bloodthirstiness.
" Us ne sont pas mchants" he said ; " and if we fire
they will fire back/'
The idea that the Germans were not mlchants was new
to me, and coming from a French soldier was rather sur-
prising. I wondered what effect this constant watching
had on the average French soldier ; seeing the Germans
washing in the morning, and listening to them playing
a concertina in the evening, while others sang sentimental
German songs. It was their business to follow the lives
of the Germans hour by hour and day by day, making
reports. When the concertina ceased to play or the
little white dog was no longer seen running up and do\vn
the bank, they knew that the post had been relieved,
and they began to study the characteristics of the new
occupants through the telescope in the observation post
It seemed to me that a queer intimacy was likely to spring
up between the watchers on either side. In the mornings
tfce French used to wake up to see big streamers across
the front of the German outpost, saying : " We don't
want to fight you." " Where are the English ? " or
" The English are with your wives at home." During
the day there were loud-speakers with similar propa-
ganda. The official view was that the propaganda was
so erode and ridiculous that it had no effect, but I won-
dered if it was so ineffective when I saw what dull lives
the soldiers led on the front line away from their families.
It must have seemed a futile sort of war to some of them
&any rale, and this " why are we fighting ? " propaganda